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The College of Physical and Mathematical Sciences

Kent Seamons and the Internet Security
Research Lah

Kent Seamons and the Internet Security Research Lab (ISRL) have
received recent well-deserved publicity in both the Y News and the
Daily Universe. Kent’s work is funded by grants from the U.S.
Department of Defense and NSF, as well as a gift from industry. The
research is aimed at exploring the use of digital credentials to establish
trust between strangers on the Internet.

Says the Y News: “Specializing in trust negotiation — the process of
verifying strangers’ trustworthiness before giving them access to
sensitive information — the ISRL’s mission is to uncover online
security techniques that help improve privacy and security in online
transactions.”

So far the project has involved almost two dozen undergraduate and
graduate students. Undergraduates have co-authored a number of
publications. The research experience has prompted many of them to
pursue a graduate degree. “It’s exciting to observe high-quality
undergraduates contribute substantively to research efforts. The ISRL
gives students the opportunity to participate in leading-edge security
research,” says Kent.

The technical products developed by ISRL will be released as free
software. Early users of the technology will likely include the U.S.
government’s intelligence community and large businesses, and it may
eventually appear in consumer software.




The annual Christmas social will be held Friday, December 13,
2003 from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. in the ESC Foyer. All of those
invited to attend are:

e All full-time personnel (including those on approved leave
of absence or disability)

e Approved part-time, non-student personnel (not including
on-call or temporary personnel)

e Emeriti and official retired personnel

e Widows/widowers of faculty, administrative and staff
personnel.

This should be a great event and we look forward to seeing you
there.

Also coming up is the annual college dinner. This will be held on
Friday January 30, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sharon Stake Center.
All full-time faculty, administrative and staff employees,
permanent part-time employees, emeriti, and their partners are
invited. So mark your calendars now. A flyer will be sent out later
with further details.
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